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Amichai was our rainbow baby, our first son. And when
he was a year old, we brought him and his two sisters on
aliyah. He was the boy with the mischievous smile who
always wanted to know why and how, and he explored the
world and everything in it in the same way throughout his
too short life.

He was a volunteer. He was a leader in his own quiet way.
He was laid back — sometimes too laid back — and he took
everything in stride. He was interested in everything. If he
was curious about something he searched the internet and
read everything he could; he would work at something until
he mastered it.

And his interests spanned music, art, science, photography,
animals, plants, decorating cakes...

He loved his travels both far and near. And he loved this land,
all of it. He planned to complete the Shvil Yisroael (Israel
Trail), and had already hiked parts of it. And he planned to
go back to the US and complete his travels — including the
Grand Canyon — before he started university.

And he loved home — the couch, the big ugly chair in his
room and, especially, Nachal Kana, which starts right here
where he is now resting.
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On October 7 Amichai was in Salt Lake City, received a
message from the IDF and immediately set out to return
home. He was determined to serve his country, and when
his reserve unit was full, he transferred to a unit that needed
him.

Recently, when he was home on a two-day leave, | told him
that | felt responsible for the fact that he was fighting in a
war — that he did not make the decision to come on aliyah.
That we made it for him.

He thought about it for a moment and replied: ‘Ima, what
makes you think that if you never made aliyah that | would
not have come here to fight for our country?’

Amichai did, indeed, rush here to fight for his country and
for all of us. He was here doing exactly what he wanted to
be doing. He died doing what he came home to do.

And now he will remain forever frozen in our memories as a
beautiful, brave, caring young man; a quiet hero. Not a day
will go by that we don't think about you.

| wanted to see you get married and be a father. | wanted
you to have everything.

We must honor his memory by loving and protecting this
land; and by living our best lives —

learning about something new, having adventures, living
every day to the fullest.
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[ will miss the grandson

A forro

Amichai was a beloved grandson, and | cannot believe the
reality of what happened. But this is not the place for all
that. This is the place to remember him in life. For years |
Ssaw him as quiet and reserved. | didn't get to hear much of
his various instrumental musical offerings because | saw
him mostly on Shabbat. | assume he was in great form with
his buddies, but still on the guiet side with his Grandma.
Then | saw him blossoming: Enjoying fun and banter
with his siblings at the Shabbat table — all of whom were
wonderfully enjoying one another's company. | so enjoyed
his -and his sibs' — cake decorating. His witty explanations
of the symbols, gematria, family jokes that turned into a cake
frosting. | see him playing with those cube things, always
trying to beat his record, relishing his main course while we
were finishing dessert.

But a couple of years ago, there was more. One example, his
piano on the frosting, complete with musical notes, on my
88th birthday (No, | never knew a piano had 88 keys!). Then
he was showing me his wonderful photographs, explaining
his composition decisions and technigues. You must take
some art lessons, said the Grandma who can't draw but has
been doing oil paintings! And he did turn one of his Asian
scenes into a beautiful painting. So conversations about art
and painting ensued. He planned to come one day to my art
class and dabble in oils.
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Then his travel plans: | shared with him my experiences
of travel with Grandpa, who also loved travelling; | enjoyed
Amichai's similar interest in travel, plus his

telling me so much more about places I'd

been than | knew from being there. When he

was planning his trip to the West, | gave him

a list of must-sees, and was rewarded by his
whatsapp pictures of himself in those places.
We were corresponding, sharing pictures.
| treasure and will miss the pictures, the
conversations, the grandson. Sad as it is, his
memory is indeed a blessing to me.

He was an exceptional person
"'ﬁ/( Jer7o

Last August Amichai visited me for two weeks during

his American adventure. Looking back | realize |

never really knew him until then. It was obvious as
he grew up that he was an exceptional person. He
was kind, generous, a wonderful handyman, a good
listener and many other things.
One of his many outstanding
qualities was his ability to
understand what was needed
in any situation and to then
act on that need.

It is futile to think about what
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could, and should, have been. We have only the past.
Amichai's life was one of remarkable achievement. We were
blessed to have had him for 24 years. He will always be
remembered by me as my loving, lovable grandson.

| love you, Amichai
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He made us one of them |
[PIIN STh ,B@ A

One Friday, a few weeks ago, we arrived to the field to spend
Shabbat with Amichai's machlakah 3. We rushed to build
our tent - which would need to be outside
the Eruv that was already put up. Shabbat
was very soon. Amichai would have none
of it. He grabbed some of his friends and
expanded the Eruv to ensure we would
be part of the group and wouldn't have to
worry about carrying to and from our tent.
He made us one of them. We then davened
a beautiful Kabalat Shabbat and Maariv

together and joined him and machlakah 3

for Aruchat Erev Shabbat. He was a quiet,

intense and loving person. He (like 1) felt

we were exactly where we belonged - defending our home
and our People.

| was with him the day we were attacked in Gaza. | am
heartbroken he's gone and | will forever be privileged to
have known him.

0T 017 ' .12 10T e
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So funny, sharing and kind |

’)C‘U'Q}”? 'n'r‘}/ /~/( p"/(’ 'h’?‘}’ &; /(»//(_ P}/ '7?}/? "\?}’ ,O/{@P‘? '17

Hi Marcy - When you called and asked us to host Amichai
this summer, Doina was less than enthusiastic. | would
probably be away in Pittsburgh, and a young stranger would
be staying overnight, and she had to figure out kosher, a
concept totally unfamiliar to her. All that melted away once
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she met Amichai. A guy so funny and sharing and kind, who
volunteered to walk the dogs, who helped her shop, who
answered all questions about growing up in Israel. He was
so funny, wondering what it was with the kosher sections
of supermarkets and jars of
gefilte fish, and endlessly
curious. We showed him
how to see Washington up
close, on a bike and on the
metro and loved to hear
him describe his days. He
stayed an extra day and we
were sorry to see him go --
Doina was so worried about
him tooling around in that
ridiculous huge ex-cop car. Amichai was a true shaliach,
an emissary for youth, for our people and for Israel. We will
always cherish the four days you loaned him to us.

"This is who we are”
Go ')\"fCﬁo? 3"%n rs‘Eb ,.[é)j NIl 7D

Salt Lake City is no stranger to young Israelis, usually just
off their military service, that are "passing through’.

Over the festive month of Tishrei, one such soul showed
up in town. He had family friends that lived here, and was
in between one sightseeing destination and another. He
wanted to spend Yom Kippur and Sukkot with us.
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Of all the terrified faces on the morning of October 7th,
| remember Amichai's anguished features distinctly. He
needed to go back. The distance was killing him.

He sat in my Sukkah on Shemini Atzeret afternoon. Yes, he
had always thought he might end up at war, even in the
reserves, but never in Gaza.

His unit was trained for the mountainous terrains of
Lebanon, not the urban warfare of Khan Younis.

He got his formal Tzav Shmoneh (the term used for
emergency call-up notices
for reservists during
wartime and special military
operations) in the middle of
Hakafot.

We sat for hours afterward
talking. He was off to war.
Scared? Not a bit. Aware of
the possible outcomes? You
bet. More than anything,
sad about what those
outcomes might mean for his loved ones. But for him? "Our
nation was built on the back of sacrifice. This is what we do.
This is who we are.”

The next morning, by the Torah, we blessed him and his
fellow soldiers.

Yesterday, the IDF released for publication the first fallen
soldier of 2024. Sgt. First Class (res.) Amichai Yisrael
Yehoshua Oster. May G-D avenge his blood.
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Dear Dr. Howard and Marcy Oster,
My name is Adi Rachelson and | can't believe that | am
sitting by my computer and writing
this email (I wish this were a bad
dream and | would wake up to find out
it is not the reality).

I 'am writing to you in English since
| watched the entire burial ceremony
and noticed you prefer English over
Hebrew, even after so many years
living in Israel.

| myself am an lIsraeli but was
raised in the States and have dual
citizenship (I have been living in
Israel for the past 28 years). My husband, Yossi, is Israeli
and our 4 children were born and raised in Israel.

We relocated to Salt Lake City this past August for my
husband's job, he works at NICE Systems Ltd. and it was less
than 3 months ago that our paths crossed with your dear
Amichai's path on his journey here in North America. On
Erev Yom Kippur | got a phone call from Rabbi Benny Zippel
that there is a young Israeli man visiting SLC for the Chagim
and he asked if we could host him for Seudah Mafseket.
Even though it was kind of last minute, we immediately
agreed and that was our first encounter with Amichai. He
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came to our house dressed in a neat white shirt and ironed
khaki Shabbat pants and we had the privilege of meeting
a nice, sweet, gentle, modest, smart and interesting boy.
After the meal Amichai took our two young children, Eden
(13) and Nadav (9) to shul (Beit Chabbad) in his old but
original Police car that he had bought for his voyages. He
showed them the lights and sirens and they were thrilled.
The following day we spent the entire day in shul with him
for Yom Kippur services and broke the fast with him in a
beautiful meal that Chabbad organized. We wished Amichai
to have fun during his trips in the area and asked him to
give us tips when he comes back for Sukkot.

We invited Amichai to the meal in the Sukkah on the
evening of Shmini Atzeret and he accepted our invitation.
He told us about your family, about his journeys, gave us
tips about where to travel and what to see and told us of
his plans to study computer science when he goes back
home. After the meal Amichai and our 3 children (Yotam
(17), Eden and Nadav) played a game of Katan in the Sukkah
until midnight. They had such a good time and we heard so
much laughter coming from the Sukkah. Amichai and the
kids really hit it off and had so much fun together.

My parents, Hannah and Haim Gilboa (from Raanana) were
visiting for all of the Tishrei Chagim so they met and spent
time with Amichai as well and when | broke the news to
them over the phone this week, my mother couldn't believe
it, she was crushed. Aside from spending time with Amichai
during the meals, she especially remembered sitting by
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him during the kiddush in Beit Chabbad on Simchat Tora
(Shabbat October 7th) and talking at length with him about
many issues.

The following day | messaged Amichai to say that | assume
he's going back to Israel, | wished him well and asked that
he take care of himself (attached is our short whatsapp
exchange). | know now that he tried to do just that but
unfortunately did not succeed and Hashem decided his
time in this crazy world is up. He is very brave and a big
hero and we will always remember him as such!

Seeing Amichai's name and picture on Ynet two days ago
came as a huge shock to me and Yossi. We grieved the
entire day and we know what a big loss he is to your family
and to Am Yisrael. He was YINi1 N7n and we are devastated.
We could not bring ourselves to tell our two younger kids
since they have such fond memories of him and they would
be heartbroken (like all of us!).

We send our deepest condolences to you and Amichai's
brother and sisters and we know that we will always
remember him as the lively, gentle, funny, humble and good
hearted boy that he was. Our impression of him was that
his personality perfectly coincides with the meaning of the
Hebrew expression:

“7TMmy 0"TIn DUy 0'M”

We wish you well and may your family know only Smachot
from now on.

0'N¥1 NX17 1172 1721 W

Yours truly,
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A walking Kiddush Hashem |

[;’C‘DN S n/prh-)\ R

March 18, 2023 | was in Hanoi for business and spent
Shabbat there, davening and joining the meals at the local
Chabad. Asisthe minhag of Chabad, it didn't start on time...
but there was a small group of us ready and when it was time
to start there was one young man who didn't hesitate when
asked to daven for the amud. QOver the course of Shabbat
| spoke to many of the guys and girls almost entirely from
Israel and recently finished their army service (around 200
of them). There were so many
positive feelings | had from the
group, who were actually for
the most part individuals who
didn't know each other prior,
but it felt like a group. The
commonality that Israeli kids
feel even though they had a
wide spectrum of religious
or non existent religious upbringing there was enough
of that common ground that an outsider would assume
these were kids that knew each other for years. A few from

the group stood out, but | was a bit star struck from one
particular boy. And in fact he was the only one who's name
| remembered, Amichai Oster, | was just so impressed by
him. (And when at some point of course we engaged in
Jewish geography and he mentioned his Yishuy, | asked if
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he knew Elie Pieprz, and that connection was made.)

What did | see on Shabbat that so moved me?

These were my impressions of him from a few conversations
thattook place overthe course of the shabbat. Agood looking,
cool, confident yet humble young man, who was committed
to be a religious jew while on his own, as he explored Asia.
He could have easily taken shortcuts in Halacha, no one
was looking. He had a clear vision of who he was and |
believe that clarity gave him a deep sense of purpose that
extended beyond the here and now. Temptations or just
taking the easy route only seem to be an option when there
is clouded judgement when that clarity doesn't exist. And
this is what struck me the most. To Amichai it was just
natural, he was so chill about everything, it wasn't done with
an intensity. Being religious wasn't a hardship or difficult,
it was relaxed and natural. It didn't cramp his style at all.
We didn't have deep philosophical discussions, we weren't
immersed in Torah. We were just two brothers talking on
a Shabbat in Hanoi with an instant bond of friendship. We
talked about our families, Aliyah, having American parents,
growing up in Israel, army, friends.... Nothing and everything,
just casual interesting conversations. Yet | was so moved by
him. Motzei Shabbat, | sent a message to Elie Pieprz about
Amichai. | was that moved by him (I have never done this
before or since, just not my style). It was just so clear to me
| had met someone very special and | wanted to share with
someone who could understand. | had met a Rock Star of
a Jew and as a parent, | hoped to let his parents know how
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impressed | was from just that one Shabbat in Hanoi. Below
is the message | sent to Elie through Messenger - 3/18/23
@ 9:59PM (just a few hours after Shabbat ended):

" spent Shabbos in Hanoi with a boy from your yishuv.
Amichai Oster. His father is a doctor, originally from Cleveland.
You can let them know that their boy is a walking kiddush
Hashem. | was very impressed with him. Committed to
Yiddishkeit, a mensch, very down to earth, etc" My heart
aches for you and with you...

noani1 ;0'19-72 7yn nynT ‘N NNt ,NX17 N1nn y711”
12T ‘N D--XINN-70 7yn 107 , 1Ny

Living our Best Life |
7 [y H0

| have a few memories | want to share from when Amichai
visited Cleveland over the summer. We spent the whole
day together at Cedar Point. We were driving there and
he needed to pee. He asked if we could stop on the side
of the road. My aunt Tami who was driving said she would
stop at a gas station so he could
use a bathroom. He goes "you
can't just pee on the side of the
road in Ohio? We do that all the
time in Israel.” Then we laughed
and went to a gas station. Shows
how relaxed, easy going, and
funny he was. Then my favorite
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part. We went to cedar point on a day that was nice in the
morning but started to get crummy in the afternoon. After
going on several roller coasters, including the biggest one
in the park it started to pour. The only ride that was up was
the biggest coaster in the park. Even though it was pouring
rain we still went on that ride. We went on the ride and
even though the rain on a 90 mph roller coaster felt like
needles on our skin and we couldn't open our eyes we still
had so much fun. Then since nobody else other than like
20 people would go on a roller coaster in the rain we went
on it 5 more times in a row. Drenched, freezing, in pain, but
having a blast, and living our best life. Amichai lived and
just wanted to have fun. And that's what we did that day.
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How could you not love Amichai?
an a0 16

"My family was very excited when we learned that Amichai
was going to spend time in Cleveland last summer during
his trip to America.
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We had so much fun showing him around Cleveland. He
really enjoyed the many roller coasters at Cedar Point, the
Guardians baseball game, and the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. He made a
big impression on all of our friends and
everyone he met at shul - how could
you not love Amichai! Everyone adored
his stunning pictures and videos from
his Asia adventure and really got a kick
out of the beat up used police car he was driving through
the country. But the best part of his visit was getting the
opportunity to spend two weeks with a very special young
man. He was truly an interesting and well

rounded person. We talked about music, politics, religion,
and everything in between. He was brilliant, kind, talented,
a born leader, and modest.

We are grateful for the time we got to spend with our
dear nephew.
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